Sotalol: the mechanism of its antiarrhythmic-defibrillating effect.
This minireview deals with the role of intercellular communication and synchronization in the initiation and maintenance of ventricular fibrillation. It is proposed that myocardial cell junctions might represent a therapeutic substrate for the prevention of this fatal arrhythmia. This hypothesis is supported by the results of recent experimental studies involving elucidation of the mechanism of antiarrhythmic-defibrillating effects of sotalol. Enhancement of intercellular communication and myocardial synchronization are thought to play critical role in the mechanism of action of this drug.